
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 16 September 2021] 

 p4079c-4080a 
Dr Tony Buti 

 [1] 

CORONAVIRUS — RELIEF FUND — INDIA 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.13 am]: I would like to 
update the house on the status of the India COVID-19 crisis relief fund. The fund was announced in response to the 
terrible second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic in India and was aimed at supporting those who have been directly 
affected. The $2 million India COVID-19 crisis relief fund was announced by the McGowan government in May this 
year and has been administered as a grant program by the Office of Multicultural Interests within the Department 
of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries. This fund recognises the importance of our economic, cultural 
and person-to-person links with India and its people, and supports the excellent work of registered charities that 
are delivering aid in the areas that are most in need. The second wave has infected tens of millions of people across 
India and resulted in the deaths of over 400 000 people. 
The impact of this crisis is heavily felt by our local Indian communities here in Western Australia. Throughout the 
pandemic, Western Australians from Indian backgrounds have been an important part of our response to COVID-19. 
They have been working on the front lines in our hospitals, in primary health, in hotel quarantine and in essential 
services and other fields to keep our state healthy and safe. At the same time, they have also supported relief initiatives 
in India. This relief funding is being delivered through Western Australian Indian community associations that 
are partnered with registered Australian charity organisations already working in India, or with affiliate charity 
organisations in India. While grants were allocated to 12 Western Australian Indian community associations 
partnered with charities on the ground in India, all WA Indian community associations have been part of this important 
initiative as joint applicants. This funding has enabled the distribution of medical equipment and consumables such 
as oxygen concentrators, nebulisers and medication to hospitals, COVID-19 care centres and community outreach 
programs across India. It has also allowed for a COVID-19 vaccination program in some areas. The funding is also 
being used to supply emergency relief and COVID-19 survival kits to residents in regional or remote areas of India. 
I am also proud to advise that the McGowan government is in the final stages of the grant process for the allocation 
of $2 million to assist the mounting crisis in Indonesia, our closest international neighbour, as it manages its second 
wave of the pandemic. 
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